
Zach Lydard was born in 1996, in Maryland. He was a military brat and 
also lived in Texas. Zach graduated from Old Mill High School and wasn’t 
sure what he wanted to do with his life. He �nally found his calling at the 
Douglas Education Center, speci�cally Tom Savini’s Special Make-Up 
E�ects Program. Zach was the happiest he had been in years and looked 
forward to what the future held. Unfortunately, Zach passed away at the 
age of 26 while visiting at home on Easter break of 2023.

Zach was very artistically inclined. He played the saxophone, the drums, 
and keyboards. He loved DJing and thought about a career in that pro-
fession. He loved drawing and creating horror creatures. It was only sur-
passed by his love for music. His talents were many and they were cut 
short. Zach also had kindness and compassion for those less fortunate 
and those who felt depressed. He had been bullied as a youngster but 
grew stronger from it. He saw weaknesses in people and always wanted 
to help. He would have a smile for everyone and would gravitate towards 
those who were downtrodden.

With this in mind, his parents, Shayne and Susan, want to honor Zach’s 
memory by o�ering a $500 scholarship to a student in �nancial need. 
They feel this is a perfect way to honor Zach’s legacy and his special time 
at the Douglas Education Center.
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